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              Pesach 5772

cRc Coffee Policy for Pesach: Coffee beans that are plain, unflavored and are not decaffeinated do not require Pesach certification, but the grinder should be clean.  Instant, flavored, or decaffeinated require certification. Folgers, Tasters Choice, and Nescafe instant coffee, unflavored, regular (not decaf) is acceptable without special Pesach certification.

ACE Productions (the media division of the Chicago Rabbinical Council) has released a new video starring Rabbi Yaakov M. Eisenbach on How to Prepare a Seder Plate. This video (and other fine ACE productions for Pesach i.e. How to Kasher Keilim and How to Wash Romaine Lettuce) can be found at: http://bit.ly/GXlYeD

Non-kitniyos nuts are acceptable for Pesach if there is no BHT/BHA and are not blanched or roasted. However, pecan pieces may be soaked in alcohol during and require certification.

Consumers are cautioned not to take for granted that a product is Kosher for Pesach simply because it is in the Kosher for Pesach section of their store, or because a "Kosher for Pesach" sign is posted. Each year there are numerous instances, even in Jewish stores, of non-Pesach products mistakenly being mixed in with Pesach products, usually because their labels are almost identical. This occurs frequently with Telma soup mixes and cubes, Osem, Gefen, Haddar, Manischewitz, Empire and other brands of products that have both Pesach and non-Pesach versions of the same products with similar labels. 

Those purchasing larger cuts of meat (such as is used for food service) which is in a Cryovac bag and is not certified for Pesach should (a) wash off the meat before cooking and (b) cut off any edible ink.  The reason for this is that the Cryovac bags may be lined with starch and the ink may be kitniyos-based.  Other forms of raw or frozen meat (or poultry) that are not processed or ground, and do not contain other ingredients, are acceptable without special Pesach certification. 

The cRc Pesach Shopping Guide had listed baby powder as being acceptable for Pesach without any Pesach supervision. Please note that some baby powders may contain oat flour. As such, baby powders are only acceptable if they only contain talc, talcum powder, corn starch, or other innocuous ingredients.

Twenty five (25)lb. bags of Andean Naturals Organic Golden Royal Quinoa (Specialty Commodities, Inc) have been distributed with stickers bearing an unauthorized OK Kosher for Pesach symbol. This product is not certified by the OK.

Pedialyte freeze pops, liters, singles, and powder packs are acceptable for use on Pesach as long as they bear an OU on the label. They are all kitniyos and are therefore only suitable for cholim.
Benefiber, a product of Novartis, is OU certified but is chometz. This should not confused with Resource Benefiber, a product of Nestle Healthcare, that is found primarily in Healthcare Facilities, which is OU certified and is chometz-free.

All Pompeian brand Grapeseed Oil is acceptable for Pesach with only the Star K on the label. The "P" Pesach designation is not needed.

All Dole, Fresh Express and supermarket brand bagged salads with a Star-K next to the date code are Kosher for Pesach without the "P". This, of course, does not include any salads that contain kitniyos.

Gerber 2nd Food 4oz. jars of carrots and squash are chometz free. The green beans and peas are also permissible but are obviously kitniyos and special care is needed with dishes. Both are permissible with only the OU. The "P" is not required.

The following are the only cRc certified stores selling fresh prepared Pesach foods: Hungarian Kosher in Skokie and Srulie's in Skokie (and available at select Jewel locations).

Nestea brand instant tea, both regular and decaf unflavored are acceptable without Pesach certification.

Although cRc certified during the majority of the year, certain packages of products manufactured by the following companies may have the cRc logo removed or covered during a short period after Pesach. This is because although their chometz has been sold over Pesach the company continues to operate over Pesach. Please be careful to check those products as the cRc does not certify those specific items unless the cRc is on each package: Bulldog Bakery, Today's Temptations, Eli's Cheesecake, Biondillo's.
Rubenstein canned salmon that only has added salt and water is kosher for Pesach with only the OU.  All Pillar Rock Salmon (with only salt and water added) in both cans and pouches is acceptable for Pesach with only the OU on the label. The "P" is not required.

Real Lemon and Real Lime brand juice concentrate is acceptable for Pesach even without the "P" on the label. This only applies to this brand.

The following are some brands of raisins that do not require special Pesach certification. The OU alone is sufficient and the "P" is not required: Del Monte: natural and golden, Dole, Fisher Nut, Great Value, Jewel, Kroger, Market Basket, Market Pantry, Member's Mark, Price Chopper, Publix, Ralph's, Setton, Stop & Shop, Trader Joe's: Raisins, (also Bing cherries, fancy dried nectarines, fancy dried pears), Winn Dixie.

All Mountainside Farms milk, Roxbury, NY bearing date codes April 10th through April 21st are OU certified Kosher for Pesach. The "OU-KP" stamped after the code was left off some cartons.  

Dallas Kosher regrets to inform the public that this year there are no local dairies that have agreed to produce Kosher Pesach milk. The options for KFP consumers this year are limited, but there are two reasonable choices: 1) a limited amount of Lamer’s Brand Cholov Yisroel milk available at some of the local supermarkets or 2) buy all milk before Friday, April 6th at 10:58am. This option only applies to unflavored white milk. The reason this is allowed is that any trace of chometz from the vitamins or equipment will become nullified before Pesach. 

Spectrum brand unrefined coconut oil is kosher for Pesach. This only applies to this brand for 2012 and only when bearing the OU on the label. 

cRc Frozen Fish Policy for Pesach: In order to keep fish looking and tasting fresh many companies flash freeze their fresh fish in a solution that may contain a small amount of corn syrup. (An extensive article on this topic can be found at http://bit.ly/H0kVbG)   Therefore one should purchase fresh frozen fish with a Pesach certification. There are several brands that are acceptable without Pesach certification which includes Kof –K certified C. Worthy Frozen Raw Salmon and The Great Fish Company Frozen Whiting if they originate from Chile only, OK certified Costco fresh frozen salmon, and OU certified Kirkland brand salmon. Please see our website for a more extensive list of permitted brands http://bit.ly/GBjMoy  If one can not find any fresh frozen fish with a hechsher or that is not on an approved list they may use regular fresh fish if they wash it well with cold water. 

Chia is not considered kitniyos, and may be used on Pesach after a cursory inspection to ensure no other grains are mixed in. However, hemp seeds are considered kitniyos, and may not be used on Pesach. Please note while fennel seeds are treated like kitniyos the fennel leaves are acceptable without hashgacha but need to be checked for insects.

Coca Cola will not be available in California this year due to a quirk in the law that would make the ingredients unacceptable. In Chicago, products produced by Pepsi Cola had two different kosher certifications, the Kof-K and US Kosher. In states where Coca Cola is available with an OU-P for Pesach, it will only be available in Regular and Diet flavors (not even a Caffeine-Free version). This year, in New York, Coca Cola items will be made with an OU-P in 2 liter bottles. 

Pepsi on the other hand was offering Kof-K kosher Pesach beverages that included a Caffeine-Free version of regular and diet Pepsi. In addition Pepsi was also producing Pesach versions of Seven-Up, Sierra Mist, Canada Dry Ginger Ale, Lemon-Lime Seltzer, Mandarin Orange Seltzer and regular seltzer. It was also offering a variety of Dr. Brown’s flavors.
SOY MILK, RICE MILK and ALMOND MILK: Lieber's Almond Milk is under the certification of Rabbi Weismandel as kosher for Pesach. This is preferable to the soy and rice milk (which are kitniyos and may even be made on chometz equipment) that are permitted for cholim which can be found on various Pesach Lists. There are however many soy and rice milks that may contain actual chometz (for example the Kirkland Rice milk certified by the Scroll-K). The following soy/rice milk products are chometz free and may be consumed by cholim (it is recommended that those who require these products ideally purchase them before Pesach): 1) ZenSoy vanilla, plain, chocolate and cappuccino soy milk. 2) Soymilk, Original - Giant, Shop Rite, Winn-Dixie, Price Chopper, Meijer, Stop & Shop, 365 Everyday Value. 3) Rice Milk, Original – Shop Rite, Meijer, Price Chopper. Rice Dream – Unsweetened Rice Milk (not standard Rice Milk). 4) Almond Milk (Original only) – ShopRite, 365 Everyday Value, Kroger, Meijer, Ralphs, Trader Joe's, Winn-Dixie, Price Chopper. For a more complete list of such products please visit our website at http://bit.ly/H15Ya6 

Tissues that are infused with oils or scents may be used on Pesach.

Toothpaste may contain chometz and therefore the cRc only recommends using toothpaste with a Pesach hechsher.  

Please note that regular canned tuna needs hashgacha for Pesach due to fillers and broths used in the product. 

Whole Star anise with no additives is acceptable for Pesach. Although it has a similar taste to anise, it is not at all related to true anise and is not a Pesach concern. 

There are different opinions whether cumin is kitniyos. The cRc considers it kitniyos while other reliable agencies do not.
Due to a packaging error, old packaging has been used for some Tate & Lyle sugar. Nevertheless, all Tate & Lyle Granulated and Caster Sugar (1kg or 500g packs) bearing the KLBD logo are kosher certified for Pesach even though not bearing a KLBD-P (Kosher for Pesach) logo.
One of the cat foods listed in the cRc Pesach Guide has been reformulated and now contains chometz. Science Diet (dry) Adult Light Cat Food now has Oat Fiber listed in the ingredients and is being removed from the cRc pet food list.
Ben-David Winery, based in Moshav Sdei Eliezer, was found to be using the "OK" symbol on bottles of Merlot 2008 (a dry red wine) without authorization. The label states "OK-P" (Kosher for Pesach), but, in actuality, the wine has a regular non-mehadrin supervision and is the product of heter mechira grapes. 

Joyva products are normally under the supervision of the Kof-K during the year. However, the Kof-K does not supervise any Joyva products for Pesach because they may contain kitniyos.

Although Y’chin aseptic pack tomato sauce was distributed by the Hebrew Theological College (Skokie Yeshiva) for Purim is marked kosher for Pesach, it does contain soybean oil which is kitniyos. The Pesach certification was given by a Sephardic agency which allows kitniyos on Pesach. 

Chicago Rabbinical Council Quinoa Policy: quinoa needs a special Pesach supervision and there are three options that one can purchase them: 1) Andean Naturals with a lot code beginning SCI-JI sold only in 1,000 lb increments (888) 547-9777 x 711  www.andeannaturals.com 2) Andean Naturals with a lot code beginning SCI-JI sold in wholesale 25 lb bags. (914)220-2974 http://www.layapaorganic.com/Contact_Us.html  3) Quinoa Corp, Ancient Harvest brand, lot code 3.01.14 k, sold in small retail 12 oz boxes. When ordering directly from them, mention that you want the Pesach run. (310) 217-8125 http://www.quinoa.net/   It is important to note that even the quinoa from the above approved sources should be carefully checked before Pesach for any foreign matter before use. This can be done by spreading the quinoa out on a plate and carefully checking there are no other grains or foreign matter mixed in. One may use any leftover quinoa from last year Pesach.
There are two types of parchment paper, Quilon and Silicone. All Quilon type paper requires a reliable hashgacha during the year while the silicone type does not. Both require special Pesach certification. All parchment paper under the certification of the Star K is permissible for Pesach even without Pesach certification. This is not to be confused with wax paper or freezer paper which does not require any certification during the year or for Pesach.
The Dannon Company will not produce its traditional OU yogurts for Pesach. The Vanilla, Plain, Coffee and Lemon flavors are certified by the OU and in previous years had been available as certified kosher for Pesach. This year Dannon has chosen not to offer this product.
To receive email kashrus alerts, send your name and email address to: alerts@crcweb.org  

The cRc is proud to introduce the cRc Kosher APP now available FREE OF CHARGE on all iPhones, iPods, iPads & Palm WebOs! Android App is available at http://bit.ly/cRcAndroid. Blackberry APP is not available at this time.
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The “Gummi” products made by Superior Sensations (Chicago, IL) listed below bear an unauthorized cRc, and are not kosher and are being recalled: Gummi Bears; Gummi Worms; and Sour Brite Worms. If you see any “Gummi” or “Worm” products bearing the cRc on the label, please contact the cRc office at 773-465-3900 or email to info@crcweb.org.

Contrary to statements made on their website and in their stores, the cRc does not certify any Red Mango products or locations; additionally the cRc does not certify the Scoops Ice Cream Shop in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. The only ice cream stores presently certified by the cRc are in Illinois as follows: Bagel Country, 9306 Skokie Blvd, Skokie; Chocolate Shoppe Ice Cream, 4041 W. Dempster, Skokie; Dairy Star, 3472 W Devon, Lincolnwood; Dunkin Donuts/Baskin Robbins, 3132 Devon, Chicago; Illinois Nut, 3745 W Dempster, Skokie

Several breads from Today’s Temptations (Chicago, IL) are not kosher certified.  Only those Today’s Temptations products bearing the cRc on the label are certified kosher and are pareve and Pas Yisroel.

The newest kosher Slurpee flavors are Fruit Works Twisted Cherry (pareve), Yo-Cream Cherry Orange Blast (dairy/ cholov stam), and Pina Colada (dairy/Cholov stam).

The COR would like to inform the public that all varieties and flavors of Smirnoff Ice require the KSA on the label to be considered kosher. The absence of the KSA indicates that the product is not certified kosher. This information is for the Canadian market only. The information to the contrary that is provided by the Chicago Rabbinical Council Liquor List is relevant to the US only.

Dean's Sour Cream Light produced by Pet O’Fallon bears an unauthorized OV-D symbol on the label. This product is NOT certified by the OV. Corrective measures are being taken.

Due to reformulation, Ahold Fruit on the Bottom Yogurts under the Giant and Stop & Shop Brand are no longer kosher certified by the OU as they now contain non-kosher gelatin. Products still bearing the OU are certified.

Crying Tiger Ramon Noodle Soup distributed by J & J Sunshine Corp. (San Leandro, CA) bears an unauthorized OK symbol on the label. This product is not certified by OK Kosher Certification and is not kosher.

Some boxes of Manischewitz Cheese Blintzes mistakenly display the word "pareve". This product is certified by the OU and is dairy.

OK Kosher Certification would like to announce in cooperation with Athens Foods, a temporary change in certification. Athens 1 oz SPANAKIPITA 48-count club store pack produced by Athens Foods, Inc. (Cleveland, OH) is TEMPORARILY not certified as OK dairy. Please check the package for kosher certification. 

Wis-Con Ready-to-Serve Pudding bears an unauthorized OK symbol on the label. This product is not certified by OK Kosher Certification. 

All varieties of Lactase Caplets made for Kirkland and Rite Aid chains are no longer certified kosher by the OU. 

Some cans of Planters Caramel Maple Sweet Roast Pecans display an OU, without the D. This product is certified by the Orthodox Union as dairy and should be labeled OU-D. 

Incredibly Great Fudge Marshmallow Cookies are not certified by the Orthodox Union and bear an unauthorized OU. (They are mostly sold in Waldo's stores in Mexico.)

KC Masterpiece, Buffalo Marinade bears an unauthorized OU symbol. It is not certified by the Orthodox Union and contains dairy. 

Viking Brand Herring Tidbits in Matjes Sauce bears an unauthorized OK symbol on the label. This product is not certified by OK Kosher. 

The following batches of Nutty Naturals Jordan Almonds bearing the OK pareve symbol mistakenly contain some DAIRY ingredients; those with a best buy date: 07/01/12 through 08/31/12 are affected. The product is being relabeled.

Rainbow Dust Edible Stars and Edible Hearts, produced by Rainbow Dust Colours (England), bear an unauthorized Star-K symbol. These products are not certified by Star-K. 

Some Laura Lynn Honey Graham Crackers are labeled with an OU Pareve, instead of OU Dairy. This product is certified by the OU and is dairy. 

Totem Smokehouse Smoked Salmon, Totem Smokehouse (Seattle, WA) bears an unauthorized OU. This product is not certified by the OU. 

Some jars of Silver Spring Cream Style Horseradish, mistakenly bear an OU, without the D. This certified product contains dairy and should be labeled OU-D. 

Healthy Sweet Drinks, Healthy Sweet Beverages products bear an unauthorized OU and are not certified by the OU (and may also be dairy). 

Some individually wrapped S’mores Granola Bars, from Quaker Oats Co. mistakenly bear an unauthorized OU-D. This product is not kosher. The item in question can be found in both cartons of S’mores and Variety Pack cartons. The other varieties of Granola Bars are correctly labeled OU-D. 

A small quantity of OU certified Planters Brittle Nut Medley was labeled without the “D”. Brittle Nut Medley contains yogurt-covered raisins that are OU Dairy.

Thomas Kemper Purely Natural Vanilla Cream Handcrafted Soda contains dairy ingredients as listed on the ingredient panel, but the OU dairy designation has been inadvertently omitted. 

West Coast Select Maple Nuggets Smoked Sockeye bears an unauthorized OU symbol. This product is not certified by the Orthodox Union.

Hershey’s Strawberry Syrup, when manufactured and distributed in America, bears an OU-D symbol. The same product, when produced for export to Israel, has no OU symbol on the label. Mor Yam, an Israeli importer of Hershey’s Strawberry Syrup, placed a sticker on top of the label, with an unauthorized OU symbol. At the current time, the Orthodox Union considers this product to be kosher and dairy, when the label indicates "Made in USA". 

Several BJ’s Wholesale Club stores sell freshly baked bagels. The OU does not certify any of the BJ’s bakeries. Some bags for these bagels display an unauthorized OU. 

All Miss Leone's products, including mozzarella cheese stuffed olives, have an unauthorized OU and contain non-kosher ingredients. 

Beanitos Pinto Bean & Flax with Cheddar Cheese Chips is Kof-K Dairy but was incorrectly labeled as Kof-K Pareve. Corrective measures are being taken. 

All products produced by Butterfly Bakery (Clifton, NJ) are certified kosher and dairy by the Vaad Harabonim of New England. The dairy designation was inadvertently omitted from the kosher symbol on some of the products. 

Tabatchnick Soup Singles New York Style Chicken Broth with Noodles and Vegetables was inadvertently labeled as Kof-K pareve. The product is in fact certified as Kof-K Meat.

Packaged cakes and desserts made by Russian Desserts Inc. (Ozone Park, NY) bear an unauthorized Star-K. These products are NOT certified by the Star-K.

Domata Living Gluten Free Wheat Free Pizza Crust Mix, Blend Pak (Bloomfield, KY) is labeled with a plain OU but is actually dairy. Corrective action is being taken. 

Suntree Chocolate Nut Mix and Suntree Trail Mix products contain dairy ingredients as listed on the ingredient panel but the OU dairy designation has been omitted. 

Due to formula changes Nature's Best & Sunbeam breads are no longer HKA (Houston Kashruth Association) certified. Packages with the HKA ink-jetted next to the expiration date were baked prior to the formula change

Azar Mountain Trail Mix distributed by Mount Franklin Foods (El Paso, TX) mistakenly bears the OK pareve symbol. This product is actually dairy and should de labeled OK-D. 

Hershey's Cookies 'n Chocolate, Hershey Chocolate Company, is sold in Israel with a sticker with an unauthorized OU symbol, affixed by the importer, Royalty Tasa and Jack, Holon, Israel. This product is not certified by the Orthodox Union and the sticker did not originate from the Hershey Chocolate Company.

Aicha White Truffles Champignons Terfess, of Les Conserves de Meknes had a mislabeling of the OU-P product. Verify that the letters "DA" and "RDSL” are part of the ink-jet code that appears on the top of the can. If the letters "DA" and "RDSL" are not included in the code, the product is not certified by the Orthodox Union.
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The cRc is proud to present to the kosher consumer a comprehensive list of common recommended and not-recommended OTC (over the counter) medicines. The list is found at http://www.crcweb.org/OTCMedicineReport.pdf

With the summer months upon us, the cRc would like to take this opportunity to reiterate its policy and opinion regarding the purchase of ice cream from shops that are not certified kosher. Unless the entire shop is under a reliable hashgacha, no open product should be purchased without the consumer personally inspecting each item. Any ice cream must first be determined to be kosher and in some cases, the scoop must be first washed clean. Any other products purchased, such as cones, toppings, milk or any other additives, must also be inspected to determine if it is kosher. Items such as cakes and novelty items may be coming in from another outside source, so special care must be taken when purchasing any of these items. Since one may not assume that there were no changes made since the last visit, this all must be done each time you go into the store to make a purchase!

Many shops may sell ice cream which is produced under the certification of the cRc or other reliable agencies, and have signs posted to indicate such. However, unless the entire store is under certification, this letter only applies to the un-opened ice cream that is listed on the letter of certification, and not necessarily the store itself.        The following ice cream shops in the Chicago area are under the certification of the cRc. All items sold at these locations are cRc dairy. In most cases, items are Cholov Stam. Some locations may offer some Cholov Yisroel selections. Several cRc certified restaurants may also offer ice cream in their store. (Only these stores at the listed addresses are presently certified by the cRc): Bagel Country, 9306 Skokie Blvd, Skokie, Chocolate Shoppe Ice Cream & Desserts, 4041 W. Dempster, Skokie, Dairy Star, 3472 W Devon, Lincolnwood, Dunkin Donuts/Baskin Robbins, 3132 Devon, Chicago, Illinois Nut, 3745 W Dempster, Skokie. 
Please note that Main Pizza has closed their Skokie location and is now operating from Chalavi location on 2931 W. Touhy. 

The following is the updated Pas Yisroel status of Natural Ovens products: All of the breads and cookies are Pas Yisroel and all bagels and buns are not Pas Yisroel. All products should have the OU on the label however, the pas yisroel status is not printed on any of the bags.

The cRc would like to welcome GR8 Event Catering (3149 West Devon, Chicago, IL, 847-212-2510).

Hilltop Brand: Steak Sauce, Occ Brand: Assorted Mustards and Brigham Brand: Fudge distributed by Cain Foods will no longer be certified by KOF-K due to changes in manufacturing procedures.

Effective immediately ANDREW SAPIENZA BAKERY, ELMONT NY is no longer certified by the KOF-K. Items bearing the KOF-K are not authorized. Corrective action is being taken. 
Sapienza Pastry, Inc., 1376 Hempstead Turnpike is NOT affiliated with the above bakery and remains Kof-K certified.

The labels on the Butter Toffee Peanuts under the Old Mill brand of Menard’s were mistakenly printed without the “dairy” designation. The product is indeed certified cRc – dairy (cholov stam).

The Garlic & Onion Snack Mix under the Old Mill brand of Menard’s bears an unauthorized cRc logo.

The labels on the Premium Brownie Mix and the Red Velvet Cake Mix under the Duff Goldman brand of Gartner Studios were mistakenly printed without the "dairy" designation. Both products are indeed certified cRc - dairy (cholov stam). 
Although cRc certified during the majority of the year, certain packages of products manufactured by the following companies may have the cRc logo removed or covered during a period after Passover. Please be careful to check those products as the cRc does not certify those specific items unless the cRc is on each package: Bulldog Bakery, Today's Temptations, and Eli's Cheesecake.

The newest Slurpee flavors, Fanta Mixed Berry, aka Fanta Berry Blaster, and Fanta Lime Vanilla, being sold as Summertime Lime, are kosher and pareve. However, Icebreakers Sugar-Free Blueberry is kosher but is dairy (cholov stam). This flavor is not being sold at the 7-Eleven on Touhy and California as that store’s slurpee machine is under the cRc and they are only permitted to sell kosher-pareve flavors at that location.

Baytana Bakery bearing the expiry date of August 31, 2011or earlier should not be purchased by kosher consumers even when bearing COR 548.

Please be advised that Baby Gourmet Old Fashion Apple Crisp - Stage 3 was inadvertently labeled COR without a “dairy” designation. This product is dairy.

Kashrut.com reports that Santa Barbara mango/peach salsa is certified as OU kosher but the OU symbol was mistakenly omitted from the packaging.

The following is the latest information about Starbucks VIA instant coffee packets: The regular and decaf unflavored are certified by the KSA. The Iced Coffee is also certified by the KSA. The flavored varieties are now certified by the OU but only with the OU on the label.

Please be advised that repacked nuts and dried fruits sold by Golden Farmer’s Market (Howell, NJ) bears an unauthorized OK symbol on the label. This product is not certified by OK Kosher Certification. 

Croissants manufactured by International Delights (Clifton, NJ) bear an unauthorized KOF-K symbol. This company is not certified by the KOF-K. These items are being recalled from the marketplace. If seen bearing the KOF-K please email violations@kof-k.org.

Kilikanoon Wines, produced in Australia, bear a symbol that is similar to the Star-K symbol. The symbol is the company’s logo. These wines are not kosher and are not certified by Star-K. 

Please be advised that Poppa D’s Nuts (Orlando, FL) distributed in 7-Eleven stores bears an unauthorized OK symbol on the label. This product is not certified by the OK.

Valocordin Herbal Supplement distributed by Natrel, Inc. (West New York, NJ) bears an unauthorized OK symbol on the label. This product is not certified by the OK. 

Although all of the duty-free shops in Ben Gurion Airport sell their chometz, as required by the Rabbanut, they continue to be open during Pesach selling chometz items. The exception to this is the duty-free shop located adjacent to gate D7, which not only sells their chometz for Pesach, but they also are very careful to only sell kosher for Passover products during Pesach. Additionally, the duty-shop at gate D7 employs Shomrei Torah U'mitzvos to ensure that these strict guidelines are adhered to. 

The OK Kosher Certification no longer certifies Rafael’s Bakery (121-15 Jamaica Avenue, Richmond Hill, NY 11418) due to Kashrus violations.

Hamakua Kona Coffee Glaze and Honey Macs, Hamakua Macadamia Nut Company (Hawaii) are labeled with a plain OU but contain dairy ingredients as listed in the ingredient panel, and should be labeled OU-D. 

Starr Culinary Delights Belgian Truffle Chocolate Cake frozen, 1.5 kg was labeled with an unauthorized COR 560 Dairy. This product is not kosher even when bearing COR 560 Dairy.

Dole Value-Added Coleslaw with added dressing packets are not “Star-K”-certified. The “Star-K” symbol appearing next to the sell by date code was labeled in error. Corrective action is being taken. 

Chedraui Chicken Broth, in all its varieties, bears an unauthorized “KMD” (Maguen David of Mexico). The product is not kosher. Corrective action being taken.

Marco Polo Fruit Flavored Candies, produced in Turkey and distributed and sold in the US by Adria Imports, Inc., bear an unauthorized symbol of the Turkish Chief Rabbinate and the word “Kosher”. These candies are NOT kosher and apparently contain animal-based ingredients. 

The outer box of Yoyo Mania - Bubble Gum Nuggets (Kidsmania Inc.) mistakenly displays the “OU” symbol. This product is not certified by the Orthodox Union, and the company is withdrawing this product for re-labeling. 

All Finish® dishwashing products are “OU”-certified except for the Power Balls. The “OU” symbol was inadvertently omitted from the label of Finish Rinse Agent (liquid). 

Kashrus Updates from Israel:
Badatz Beit Yosef announces that Ohr Pizza, at 633 Herzl Street in Beit Shemesh, is no longer under its hashgacha. 

Café Rimon meat restaurant, located on Luntz Street in downtown Jerusalem, is no longer under the supervision of Badatz Agudas Yisrael but continues to be under the supervision of the Jerusalem Rabbinate mehadrin.

Hershey's Cookies 'n Chocolate is sold in Israel with a sticker placed by the importer that contains an unauthorized OU symbol. This product is not certified by the OU and the sticker did not originate from the Hershey Chocolate Company. 

Shatnez Updates:

A blue and white woman’s J. Crew (China) sweater, bought at the J. Crew store near Monsey, New York was found to contain shatnez. Composed of 2-ply yarns, the dark blue ply was 100% wool, and the white ply was 100% linen.

A consumer bought a 100% silk Hugo Boss (Germany) men’s suit to the Chicago Shatnez laboratory. The collar backing contained a fabric combining wool and linen.
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Pesach Alerts 

cRc Pesach Fair: On Sunday, April 10th, from 2 PM to 8 PM, the cRc will be presenting a Pesach Fair at Hebrew Theological College (Skokie Yeshiva) with several booths to help the community prepare for Pesach, including a Romaine lettuce checking demonstration, knife sharpening, hagalas kaylim, and a sofer, among others. 

Kosher for Pesach?  There’s an App for that! An update is now available for the iPhone App which includes product lists for Pesach 2011.  Users who already own the earlier version will be prompted to download the update automatically from the App Store. The free App is available for download at http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/crc-kosher/id397991421?mt=8 The Pesach lists are now also available as Palm WebOs.  (Droid and Blackberry are not available at this time.)
To view a video of the proper way to check romaine lettuce for insects and the proper way to kasher metal pots, cups, silverware, etc. please see our special Pesach videos section on our website: http://www.crcweb.org/videos.php

Kurson Kosher Egg Matza (Mexico) is certified as Kosher for Passover by the Orthodox Union; however, the label should state "According to Ashkenazi practice, egg matza may only be used for the aged and sick".
Coca Cola cans are not being OU certified for Pesach this year; however, 2-liter bottles of Regular and Diet Coke that are certified for Passover under the OU will bear yellow caps.

Joyva products are normally under the supervision of the Kof-K during the year; however, the Kof-K DOES NOT supervise any Joyva products for Passover, because they may contain kitniot. These products are acceptable after Pesach.
The following aerosol deodorants were found to be free of denatured alcohol and are therefore recommended by the cRc for Pesach: Arrid (XX or Extra Dry varieties); Right Guard, 3D Odor Defense (Powder Dry or Fresh varieties) [Sport Original is not recommended]; Soft & Dri (Soft Scent); Sure (Powder Fresh, Regular, or Unscented varieties) 

The cRc allows all fresh, raw, pre-washed bagged Iceberg lettuce, and other non-kitniyos vegetables, such as whole carrots (regular and baby), shredded and sliced carrots, shredded cabbage, and broccoli slaw for Pesach, provided that they be purchased before Pesach.

The Star K recommends that the Fresh Express salads must have the Star-KP (Passover) stamp on the bag.  Dole vegetable and fruit products and River Ranch (store brands) prepackaged salads with a Star-K are usable for Passover without the P. 

As a result of a recent investigation, the Star-K found it possible that quinoa’s kosher for Passover status is compromised when it grows or is processed in the proximity of certain crops. Therefore, quinoa will only be accepted with reliable Kosher for Passover supervision. The cRc approves the use of whole grain quinoa for Pesach on the following conditions: 1) The quinoa is imported exclusively from Bolivia and packed by companies that pack whole grain quinoa exclusively. While there may be others Ancient Harvest, Trader Joe's, and Sugat (a brand of quinoa sold in Israel) are brands that only import quinoa from Bolivia and only pack whole grain quinoa. 2) The quinoa must be purchased and carefully inspected by hand before Pesach. This is done by spreading one layer of quinoa at a time on a board or plate and checked to be sure that there are no other grains or foreign matter mixed in with the quinoa. This does not apply to quinoa flour, pasta, or any other version of quinoa which are not permitted on Pesach. 

Jaffa Gold Apple Nectar and Primor Orange Nectar were found in South African stores with OU-P stickers. The Orthodox Union does not certify these products for Passover. The OU does not sanction any use of generic OU-P stickers. 

King Star Foods Chicken Flavor Soup (Tavlinei Shemesh, ISRAEL) bears an unauthorized OU-P sticker. This product is not certified for Passover by the Orthodox Union. Product is being recalled from the market place. 

All Tate & Lyle Granulated and Caster Sugar, wherever purchased, bears the KLBD-P logo and is Kosher for Pesach l'Mehadrin.

All Streit's products made in the United States and Canada are under Kof-K supervision, regardless of whether the Kof-K symbol appears on the package.

24 Hour Thermogenics Choco Lettes, Health Management Care a.k.a. Diet Center bears an unauthorized OU-P mark. This product is not certified by the Orthodox Union, and is not kosher for Passover. Corrective measures are being implemented.

The Lakewood Matzoh Factory has Gluten Free Oat Hand and Machine Matzoh and Matzoh Meal; Organic Spelt Hand and Machine Matzoh; Shmora Wheat Matzoh; and Whole Wheat Matzoh – Hand Made and Machine.  They can be reached at www.lakewoodmatzoh.com or 732-364-8757. The last day to place your order for Passover delivery is Monday, April 11th. Shipping of Matzoh will begin the week of March 27th.

Real Lemon and Real Lime brand juice concentrate is Kosher for Pesach even without the “P” on the label. This only applies to this brand.

The OU has approved a popular baby food for Pesach. Gerber 2nd Food 4oz. jars of carrots and squash are chometz free.  They also have green beans and peas which are also permissible but are obviously kitniyos, and special care is needed with dishes. Both are permissible with only the OU. The “P” is not required.

The following are some brands of raisins that do not require special Pesach certification. The OU alone is sufficient: Del Monte – natural and golden; Dole; Fisher Nut; Great Value; Jewel; Kroger; Market Basket; Member’s Mark; Setton; Trader Joe’s (also Trader Joe’s brand Bing cherries, fancy dried nectarines, and fancy dried pears).

PediaSure nutritional drinks are recommended for Pesach (when bearing the OU) for those consumers who are allowed to have kitniyos.

All Pillar Rock Salmon (with only salt and water added) in both cans and pouches is acceptable for Pesach with only the OU on the label. The “P” is not needed.

The following fish items are certified OU kosher for Passover even without special Passover certification: Atlantic Salmon – Sysco Portico and Trufresh; Atlantic Salmon Portions and Fillets – Norwegian Fjord and Dom Specialty Seafood; Fresh/Frozen Salmon – Trident; Fresh / Frozen Salmon & Trout – Aquafarms and Roke; Fresh / Frozen Salmon & Trout Fillets – Friosur; Fresh / Frozen Salmon, Cod, Halibut & Pollack – Peter Pan; Fresh / Frozen Salmon, Halibut & Rockfish Fillets – Nanuk; Fresh / Frozen Salmon, Halibut & Tuna – Orca; Fresh or Frozen Atlantic Portions and Fillets – Costco; Frozen Cod, Salmon & Trout – Heritage, Jail Island, Multiexport, and True North Salmon; Frozen Ling Cod – Oceanfood Industries; Frozen Pollack, Cod & Haddock – Sea Merchants; Frozen Salmon – Sea Alaska; Raw Fish – 7 Seas, Benz’s, Seagate, and Tuv Taam Fish Market; Salmon Fillets – Full Circle
Salmon from North Landing is Kof-K kosher for Passover even without special Passover certification.  The following fish items are Kof-K kosher for Passover even without special Passover certification when stating “Product of Chile”: Fresh Atlantic Fillets (raw, plain) – Acuinova Chile S.A.; Frozen Salmon Fillets (raw, plain) – C. Worthy & Co. and Pescachile; Frozen Salmon Portions 1lb. – Nafco; Salmon Fillets – Invertec; Whiting Fillets - Skin-on – F.W. Bryce, Inc., Invertec, Pathmark (4 lb bag only), Shoppers Value, and The Fishin Company.

Non-Pesach Alerts
The following alert was sent out by the OU:  The Kosher Bakery in the Evanston Jewel on Howard Street had some cholov Yisroel dairy product inadvertently used in the bakery.  Steps were taken immediately to rectify the situation, and all questionable product was discarded. However, some loaves of bread (indicated below) may have been purchased by customers, and as Nat Bar Nat D’hetera (YD 95:1,2), the bread may not be eaten with meat. 
This applies ONLY to the following breads that were purchased on Wednesday April 6 and Thursday April 7. All breads in the store after this period were not affected.  Bolio rolls, Wheat bread, French Bread, Cracked wheat, Whole wheat, White, Buttercrust, Raisin, Cinnamon raisin, Split top, Country Italian, Multi-grain, Garlic Bread Sticks.  Please feel free to direct any question to the Mashgichim at the store or to Rabbi Steinberg at the OU (212) 613 8281.
The cRc has released a recommended Starbucks Beverage List as well as an article that provides a detailed review and analysis of this topic which can be found on the cRc website at http://www.crcweb.org/consumerkosher.php
A new Slurpee flavor is now in stores, Blueberry Splash. It is kosher dairy-cholov stam.  Citrus Blast, the newest flavor from Pepsi, is kosher in both regular and diet versions.

New Hope Product: Ultimate Hot Chocolate (New Hope Mills Mfg. Inc, Auburn NY) with an OU label is certified by the Orthodox Union but should be labeled OU-D, because it contains a component made on dairy equipment. 

Regency of Boro Park Assisted Living 5110 19th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY is no longer under Tartikov kosher supervision and is now under the supervision of the Vaad Hakashrus of Rabbi Usher Eckstein. This includes all cooked or baked and prepared food. All vegetables are insect-free. 

New Square Kashrus Council has announced that all types of Cascade Action Pacs dishwasher detergent should not be used, as the gel packet containing the soap is made out of non-kosher materials, placing them in the category of nevayla/treifa. All Cascade Action Pacs, no matter when they were purchased, should be discarded.

Please be advised that Haifa Smoked Fish (distributed by D & M Smoked Fish, Jamaica, NY) bears an unauthorized CRC (Hisachdus) symbol on the label. These products are NOT certified by the CRC certification. Corrective measures are being taken.

Due to worm infestation, the Vaad of Flatbush and the Star-K do not recommend whole sardines from Portugal, Norway, Scotland, or Poland, even when bearing a reliable kosher certification. The skinless, boneless variety has not been found to have worms and is acceptable with reliable kosher certification. Whole sardines from Morocco and Philippines do not have an infestation issue.

The outer box of Yoyo Mania Bubble Gum Nuggets (Kidsmania Inc., Santa Fe Springs, CA) mistakenly displays the OU symbol. This product is not certified by the Orthodox Union, and the company is withdrawing this product for relabeling. 

Due to an equipment malfunction the pita breads manufactured by Al Khayam Bakery are not to be considered pas yisroel until after April 15, 2011. 

Boxes of Post Fruity Pebbles and Post Cocoa Pebbles contain a promotional Fruity Pebble or Cocoa Pebble Treats Bar. These are non-kosher items. It is clearly indicated on the self-contained bar that it is not kosher. This bar is double-wrapped and does not come in contact with kosher-certified Fruity Pebbles or Cocoa Pebbles. 

Safcol Premium Atlantic Salmon Snack Pack bears an unauthorized OU. Consumers who see this product in the market should please contact the OU.

All Fine Foods Bulgarian Sheep's Cheese in Brine bears an unauthorized OU and is not kosher. This product is being sold in Los Angeles. 

Walles Institute (Oak Brook, IL) is distributing brochures advertising that their Vegetarian Nuggets are kosher certified by OK Kosher Certification. Please be advised that this product is not certified by OK Kosher Certification. 

The Sunbeam and Nature's Own Breads are once again acceptable with the numbers 118 before the expiration date with or without the letters HKA ink jetted next to the expiration date.

OK Kosher Certification no longer certifies Your Sweet Expressions, Brooklyn, NY. 

Viapia Olive Oil Italian Tradition (distributed by B.M.A. USA, Inc., Glendale, CA) bears an unauthorized OK symbol on the label. These products are not certified by OK Kosher Certification. Corrective measures are being taken.

Many of the Kosher Miami certified establishments have been providing yoshon flour in their products; however, recently there has been a shortage of yoshon flour in Miami. This will affect the ability of the establishments to continue to provide yoshon products until Pesach. We are therefore alerting the public to inquire at the establishment regarding the yoshon status of the products before making their purchase. There will be signs posted in those particular establishments that are out of yoshon flour. 

Archer Farms High Protein Orange Fruit Smoothie and Archer Farms High Protein Mixed Berries Fruit Smoothie, (Target, Minneapolis, MN) are OU certified and contain dairy ingredients as listed on the ingredient panel; however the dairy designation has been inadvertently omitted. Future packaging will be revised. 
Weight Watchers® Cappuccino Cream Melts bears an unauthorized Star-K and is presently not certified. Weight Watchers is currently working to rectify this, and proper packaging is pending. Weight Watchers Blackberry, Cherry, and Strawberry Fruities are kosher pareve and certified by the Star K when bearing the Star-K.

General Mills has discontinued OU-D kosher certification from all retail and foodservice sizes of Bugles Original products due to operational changes at the production sites. The OU-D symbol has been removed from packaging. Consumers are likely to see some Bugles Original packages with the OU-D symbol and some without as the transition occurs. 

The following Tootsie Roll Industries, Inc. products are newly certified as kosher: Junior Mints, Blow Pops, Tootsie Roll Pops, Caramel Apple Pops, Charms, Sugar Daddy, and Sugar Babies. These products must bear the OU symbol to be kosher, and new packaging bearing the OU symbol will be distributed nationwide beginning in the next few months. Tootsie Rolls, Tootsie Fruit Rolls, and Frooties are kosher DAIRY even without the OU-D symbol. Dots are Kosher Pareve even without the OU symbol. 

Nestlé The Skinny Cow Vanilla Sandwiches were labeled incorrectly with a COR "DE". This product is DAIRY. Corrective measures have been taken. 

Oranges from Israel have been seen in Costco. One is required to separate Trumah and Ma'aser from these fruits. (Kashrut.com reports that stores in the US are now required to list the country of origin of produce. When in doubt, ask to see the original box that the produce came in.) 

Downtown Kebab is not under Kosher Miami supervision and never was. Corrective measures are being taken. 

Harmony Gummy Bears and Gummy Worms, Diamond Foods is not OU certified. A small quantity of these products has been distributed with an OU symbol on the outer box. The boxes are being re-labeled.

Richfood White Cranberry Strawberry Juice Cocktail mistakenly bears an unauthorized OU and is not kosher. Consumers who see these products with an OU, should contact the OU.

Real New York "Kosher Depot" Bialys – frozen are no longer certified by OK Kosher Certification. Product prepared before December 9, 2010 bearing the OK symbol is still certified. 

Sour Brite Gummy Worms from Superior Nut and Candy (Chicago, IL), mistakenly bears a cRc on the label. The product is not kosher and is being removed from circulation.

Opal S. Y. International is distributing Heirloom Farms Pomegranate Juice (and possibly other products) bearing an unauthorized OK symbol on the label. These products are not certified by OK Kosher Certification. Corrective measures are being taken. 
PureVia sugar substitute packets that are certified OU-D are currently being served at a major Hilton Hotel in the tri-state area (and in other facilities). This hotel does a lot of business with kosher caterers, and all mashgichim and consumers should be aware of this and check all sugar and sugar substitute packets on all catering jobs. The dairy product is called PureVia (a Stevia extract product) and comes in a green and white packet. Although the company has reformulated their product and it is now pareve, packets with OU-D are in fact dairy. 

Due to Kashrus Violations, the CRC (Hisachdus) has removed their Supervision from Kosher Pizza & Bagel's 4502 16th Ave, Brooklyn, NY. 

Ideal Suillus Luteus Mushrooms (in jar), Mixed Mushrooms (in jar) and Champignon Mushrooms (in jar) (Prime Foods USA LLC, Philadelphia, PA) bear a non-authorized OU, and do not meet OU kosher standards. Consumers who see this product should please call 212-613-8344 begin_of_the_skype_highlighting.
Breads produced by Voila Bakery (65 Porter Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11237) bear the OK-D symbol on the boxes. These breads are not certified. OK Kosher Certification does not certify any Viola breads except for the brioche roll, which is OK dairy. Kashrut.com reports that most of their cakes are certified OK-D. 

SPLENDA® Flavors for Coffee – Mocha (McNeil Nutritionals, Fort Washington, PA) erroneously bears the OU-Pareve symbol although it contains a dairy ingredient. All future cartons will be printed with the correct OU-D designation. 

Concord Bakery Chocolate Filled Fingers bearing the date code beginning with 11017 contain a non-kosher ingredient. This product is not COR kosher and should not be used. Corrective measures have been taken to ensure that future production of this item is kosher.

Better Made Corn Pops - 8 ounce (available in OH and MI) is labeled with an OU but contains non-certified ingredients. It is being recalled, and corrective measures are being implemented. 

Effective April 1, ‘11, the STAR-K will no longer be the certifying agency for Hoffman & Co/Lewis Caterers, Baltimore, MD.
Kashrus Updates from Israel:
The Eida Chareidit announces it no longer gives a hechsher to the Shirat HaYam Fish Company, located in the Atarot Industrial Park in northern Jerusalem. Any packages of Shirat HaYam products that do not have an Eida hologram are NOT under the Eida’s hechsher, even if the Eida logo is displayed.

Joy Restaurant (02-563 0033), 24 Emek Refaim Street, in Jerusalem’s German Colony neighborhood is now under the mehadrin supervision of OU-Israel. It is a meat restaurant.

The Eida Chareidit warns that the heads of salmon should not be used, even after being cleaned and checked, since they are simply too infested. This new directive has been distributed to fish stores with an Eida Chareidit hechsher.

January 2011                         
                                                                             ___        Shevat 5771
7-Eleven is introducing a new sugar-free Slurpee flavor called Peach Dragonfruit. Please be aware that this flavor is dairy - cholov stam. There is also a new flavor called Mountain Dew White Out, which is actually Sour Lime. All Mountain Dew flavors are kosher & pareve at this time. Please visit the cRc website for complete list.

The following Ricola items are recommended by the cRc: Green Tea with Echinacea (sugar free), Honey Herb, Honey Lemon with Echinacea, Lemon Mint (sugar free), Lemon Mint, Lemon Verbena, Menthol (sugar free), Mountain Herb (sugar free), Natural Herb (original). Only these items are recommended and do not necessarily require a special kosher sticker on the individual package.
The Chicago Rabbinical Council has started “tweeting” on Twitter (www.twitter.com/crckosher) some of their common daily questions. Below are some of the most recent “tweets” that are helpful for the kosher consumer:
1. Hawaiian Punch from a fountain is recommended

2. Anchovies packed in salt water require a reliable hechsher
3. Pure Asafetida, which is a type of spice, would not require a hechsher
4. Approved Dr. Pepper (USA) products: Original, Berries and Cream, Cherry, Cherry Vanilla, Chocolate Cherry, Heritage, Red Fusion
5. Stevia requires a reliable hechsher
6. Raw, unprocessed, fresh frozen individually wrapped tuna must have hashgacha unless it still has the skin on it and you can determine that it has scales.

7. Dried Figs do not require a hechsher however they must be inspected for insect infestation.

8. Sliced fresh mushrooms that come in a package in the supermarket do not need a hechsher

9. Plain unflavored instant coffee does not require hashgacha

10  Plain frozen orange juice concentrates with calcium added do not need a hechsher
Certain packages of Kasia's Potato Pancakes list sour cream as an ingredient. The product does not contain any dairy ingredients as is indeed cRc pareve

The Kosher Reflections Café at the Illinois Holocaust Museum at 9603 Woods Drive, Skokie, IL has been closed. 

A list of all Ferrara Pan candies that are kosher even without the United Mehadrin logo on the label is posted on the cRc website on the bottom of the Alert & News page at http://www.crcweb.org/alerts.php.

Miller’s Chill Lime Beer is now certified kosher by the OU and has been added to the cRc Approved Liquor List 
Emily’s Edibles Cookies and Pastries bear an unauthorized Star-D. These products are not Star-D kosher-certified.  Corrective action is being taken.

Shilaneh (product of Iran) brand canned tuna bears an unauthorized RCC logo. 
 

The following Pringles products (Procter & Gamble-Food Division – Ohio) contains dairy ingredients as listed on the ingredient panel, but the dairy designation has been inadvertently omitted: Brazil: Sabor Creme e Cebola, Sabor Queijo; South America: Xtreme Queso Picante – Kicking Cheddar, Pringles Delight Sabor Crema y Cebolla – Sour Cream and Onions, Sabor Creme e Cebola. Packaging is being revised. 

Weight Watchers Fruities and Cappuccino No Cream Melts and other candies manufactured in Italy bear an unauthorized Star-K. Corrective action is being taken. 

The Vaad of St. Louis logo inadvertently appears on a variety of Ready Pac prewashed salads such as the Santa Barbara and Spring Mix. This was printed in error, as these products are not certified by the OV due to concerns of insect infestation. Triple-washed iceberg and coleslaw varieties continue to be acceptable. 

Certain packages of Del Monte cut fruit containing a yogurt dip mistakenly bear a cRc. Although the fruit is kosher, the yogurt is not. The product is being removed from circulation. 

The 70 piece and 195 piece bags of Laffy Taffy and SweetTarts bearing the OU on the package are correctly certified by the OU. Other SweetTart products not bearing the OU are not certified as kosher. The consumer is reminded to check each bag for the hechsher.
Biermann Chocolate Marzipan Rum Balls (Multiflex Co., Inc.) correctly bears an OU, and the ingredient panel incorrectly lists dairy ingredients. Future packaging is being revised. 

Just Bagels Asiago Cheese Bagels mistakenly bears an unauthorized OU symbol and is not kosher. The product is being withdrawn from the marketplace. 

The following kashrus advisory is from the OU with respect to Brunswick® and Beach Cliff® brand sardines. We have received a number of consumer contacts noting the presence of “shrimp” in these sardines. We have discussed this with the manufacturer, who has informed us that this is actually krill, a small shrimp-like crustacean, which is a common source of feed for sardines. Krill is normally digested prior to processing and should not be found in a finished product, even one which contains the stomach. This year, many factors (e.g., size of fish, warmer water temperatures, methods of fishing, etc.) combined to create a very unusual fishing year and an increase in sardines containing krill in their stomachs. 
In response to the issues faced this year and concerns voiced by the OU, the manufacturer is implementing new fish inspection processes to ensure that future productions of Brunswick® sardines do not contain whole krill. Also, the OU label will be removed from the Beach Cliff® brand so that fish that may contain whole krill can continue to be utilized and sold to consumers without dietary restrictions. 
The manufacturer is offering coupons for replacement product to consumers who purchased Brunswick® or Beach Cliff® sardines containing krill with the following Best By dates: Brunswick® Oil Products with Best By codes between June 2015 and November 2015, Brunswick® Water and Sauce Packs with Best By codes between June 2013 and November 2013, Beach Cliff® Products with any Best By code starting June 2013 and thereafter that bears an OU code on the label. To receive your coupons, simply send your name, address and description of product to Brunswick Refund, P.O. Box 23220, San Diego, CA 92193. 

The Volover Rov would like to advise the consumer that after careful investigation it was determined that insects are found in the intestines of Gefen sardines from Portugal (not in the flesh). They must first be opened and the guts completely cleaned out. This is equally so in water sardines, soya oil or olive oil. The ‘skinless and boneless’ sardines are not infested.” 
Wellness Pro (Encino, CA) is no longer Star-K or Star-D certified. Wellness Pro produces nutritional shakes and supplements including Balanced Nutrition-Meal Replacement for Men and for Women and Block 'n Burn. 

The Star-K and Melaleuca Inc. are committed to upholding high kosher standards. We are, therefore, notifying the public that a non-kosher ingredient was used in Melaleuca's Fiberwise and Sustain drink products that bear the Star-D symbol. The amount of non-kosher in the product is less than 1% and is therefore batel b'shishim (i.e. it is considered nullified as it is less than 1 part non-kosher to 60 parts kosher) and may be consumed. All future products will be made with a kosher version of this ingredient. For a list of products and lot numbers are affected by this alert please contact the Star-K or http://www.kashrut.com/Alerts/.

James Farm & Newland Broccoli, Cauliflower, and Spinach (RD Enterprises, College Point, NY & Zhejiang Zhongda Newland Co., Zhejiang, China) bear an OU but cannot be guaranteed to be free of infestation. These products may be used if inspected or puréed prior to use. The OU is being removed from future packaging.
Arora Creations (Venice, CA) Indian Spice Packets bear an unauthorized OK symbol on the label. These products 
are not certified by OK Kosher Certification. Corrective measures are being taken.
The following canned items produced by La Squisita bear an unauthorized Star-K: White Kidney Beans, Red Kidney Beans, and Chick Peas. 

Egg Beaters Cheese & Chive Liquid Egg Product (Conagra Foods, Inc.) is no longer being produced as kosher. The item will no longer bear an OK-D symbol. Items seen in the store with an OK-D may still be used. 

Some Pearl River Bridge brand Oyster Flavored Sauce (Guangdong PRB Bio-Tech Co., China) may mistakenly have an OU. This error was caught early on and the OU was removed from the label. 

Lundberg Family Farms Cinnamon Toast Organic Rice Cakes contains dairy ingredients as listed on the ingredi-

ent panel, but the dairy designation has been inadvertently omitted. Packaging has been revised by the OU. 
A limited number of Kettle Foods New York Cheddar Potato Chips 9 oz packages were mistakenly labeled Kof-K Parve. The product contains dairy ingredients and is certified as Kof-K dairy. 

The Atlanta Kashruth Commission reminds everyone that Now and Later candies are not kosher. There was a Now and Later product that was kosher when bearing an OU; however this product was discontinued in 2005. At present all Now and Laters come from a non-kosher facility outside of the U.S. The cRc reminds all kosher consumers that candy is a product which requires kosher supervision and one should be diligent in checking for the kosher logo.

Atlanta Cheescake Company, Panarama, was under reliable supervision, but the supervision was discontinued about three months ago. The Atlanta Kashruth Commission no longer recommends using the product, even with a "K" or a "KVH" on the box. The product was often sold at Sam's Club. 

Currently, KSA certifies the non-flavored Via Coffee. The KSA appears on the packets. Starbucks flavored Via Coffee is not certified as kosher at this time.

Mislabeled versions of Dorset Cereals Berries & Cherries Bars and Dorset Cereals Fruits, Nuts & Seeds Bars may still be found bearing the KLBD instead of KLBD D logo. Despite the omission of the D, they are dairy and include unsalted butter in the ingredient declaration.

Due to kashrus violations, Survivor Industries, Oxnard, CA is no longer under KOF-K Kosher Certification. 
7 Seas Frozen Gravlax Smoked Salmon (British Columbia, Canada) - consumers of OU products are advised not to consume 7 Seas Gravlax Smoked Salmon, as it appears that a non kosher ingredient was used in that product. 

Please be advised that the following batches of CHOCOLATE CHIPS, UPC No. 1111086603 product bearing the OK Pareve kosher symbol distributed by Kroger Value Stores contain some dairy chips. KROGER VALUE SEMI SWEET CHOCOLATE CHIPS, UPC No. 1111086603 With a best by date of October 1, 2012 through December 4, 2012 Product has been recalled. 

Suntree Hickory Smoked Almonds contains dairy ingredients as listed on the ingredient panel but the OU dairy designation has been inadvertently omitted. 

24 Hour Thermogenics Choco Lettes, Health Management Care a.k.a. Diet Center bears an unauthorized OU-P mark. This product is not certified by the OU, and is not kosher for Passover. Corrective measures are being implemented. begin_of_the_skype_highlighting
Bora Bora granola bars are certified by the OU and bear an OU printed on the label. These products contain dairy ingredients and the OU-D is ink-jetted on the label until new labels are printed. 

Kashrut.com reports that New York Style Bagel Crisps have changed from an OU pareve to an OU-D because of equipment and there are some new dairy seasonings being introduced. Packages with a plain OU are pareve.
General Mills is discontinuing the OU-D kosher certification from all sizes of Bugles Original due to operational changes at the production sites, and will no longer be certified. The OU-D symbol will begin to be removed from packaging in February of 2011. Consumers are likely to see some Bugles Original packages with the OU-D symbol and some without as the transition occurs. The Bugles with the OU-D are in fact kosher.

The DK reports that Wacky Mac Macaroni & Cheese is OU-D cholov stam not cholov yisroel. The cheddar cheese packets inside the box may mistakenly state Star-K-D which designates cholov yisroel. 

River Ranch value added bagged salads are now recertified Star-K Pareve when the Star-K symbol appears by the date code. The following private label brands produced by River Ranch are now Star-K recertified: Compliments, Cross Valley Farms, Freshl/Fresh & Easy, Heidi, Promark, Marketside, Shaw's, Shurefresh, Sysyco, The Farmer's Market 

Planters Nutrition Omega-3 Mix contains dairy ingredients as listed on the ingredient panel but the OU dairy designation has been inadvertently omitted. Future packaging will be revised. 

Kashrus Updates from Israel:

Marvalous Omega 3 is being sold in the frum communities of the U.S. and in Israel. The company claims that the oil is from plants; however the gelatin capsule is made from regular gelatin. Regular gelatin is not accepted as kosher by the major American kashrus agencies and the Israeli Mehadrin ones, other that when used in capsules which are prescribed as medication by a doctor and when this product is considered medication according to halacha. Merely because a company claims that its product is all-natural or organic does not mean that it is kosher. 

The Eida Chareidit released a kashrus alert pertaining to certain Teperberg wines, including the Silver collection, which are from Shmitah year and only have a hechsher from the Rabbinate, not the Badatz agency. The bottles and the labels are identical to those with a Badatz hechsher, and one may not realize that all the bottles do not have the same hechsher. The label will however state “from shmitah year”. 

Shatnez Alerts

The Eileen Fisher scarf was labeled containing wool, linen and cashmere. Solid color wool scarves generally do not contain shatnez. Multi-colored, knitted scarves or ones that list “other fibers” require testing.

A Giorgio’s Palm Beach 100% wool suit, made in Italy, had an under collar felt reinforced with a brown linen canvas. What was unusual was the presence of small, light brown linen canvas pieces sewn on both ends of the primary collar canvas.

Toggle Button Cords - the cord of the toggle buttons on the Macleod children’s coat is 100% linen. The coat was made in Italy. Its contents label lists 80% Wool 20% Nylon. The coat is from Daffy’s, a clothing bargains store in Manhattan, New York.

A Marc New York –Andrew Marc knit dress, was brought to the Flatbush Shatnez Laboratory. Its content label listed 70% Wool, 30 % Silk. It had a front panel that was a linen and cotton blend. The linen was the majority, therefore was not botel.

A Karen Nicol sweater was brought to the Flatbush Shatnez Laboratory. It was made in China. The content label listed: 28% Viscose, 20% Nylon, 15% Lamb’s Wool, 15% Cotton, 10% Polyester, 6% Metallic Fiber, 3% Cashmere and 3% Angora.

Men’s J. Crew jacket that was made in China. The contents label accurately listed the fabric as 100% cotton. The collar canvas was a linen blend and the felt contained no wool. The front canvases displayed some wool in the microscope but it was botel. Yet the jacket was shatnez.

People are aware that men’s wool suits require testing. However sometimes consumers find themselves in a situation where they desperately need to wear their suit and cannot bring it into a shatnez Laboratory for testing. We are therefore alerting the public that some jackets of the following brands were found:

A Costume lady’s jacket, made in Spain, was brought to the Boro Park Shatnez Laboratory. Its content label listed 60% Cotton, 40 % Nylon. Within the shell fabric there were thick black 3-ply yarns consisting of:1) Nylon, 2) Cotton, 3) Cotton with a significant amount of linen

Shatnez in Euro Boy’s and Pier Boy’s Suits is of a Euro Boys suit, sold in the Fall and Winter 2009. This suit was manufactured in Turkey for a company in Eretz Yisroel and was sold worldwide. Its content label listed 67% Polyester and 33% Viscose. It was manufactured in three colors, black, gray and blue. It was also sold under the Pier Boys label.

A Magil baby's coat (Italy), whose content label listed 100% Microfiber, was found to contain shatnez. The plaid fabric was wool, and the coat had a linen plumber attached to its lining under the name tag.

